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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Planning & Development Portfolio.

PLANNING
  
Development Management
 
The Borough continues to attract business investment and I am pleased to report to 
Council that planning fee income for the financial year to date is £614,218. Fee 
income for pre application advice over the same period is £18,283. Over the same 
period we have received £347,250 of Formal Sport S106 contributions, £96,772 of 
Local Open Space S106 contributions and £659,473 of Affordable Housing S106 
contributions. 

During this period over 1,200 valid planning applications have been received and 
performance in determining applications remains well above target. 

I have previously reported on a Government consultation to increase planning fees 
linked to investment of any additional income in our planning service to support 
economic growth.  I am pleased to report legislation enacting the 20% planning fee 
increase came into effect on 17 January 2018. Our ability to increase planning fees 
further may be linked to quality and speed of decision making and accelerated 
housing delivery. We are also proposing to increase our pre application charges to 
support greater cost recovery in this area.  

Core Strategy and the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework
 
The Greater Manchester Spatial Framework is being redrafted to include more 
emphasis on affordable homes, fringe towns, and a significant reduction in plans to 
build on Green Belt. The plan will take account of responses received to the draft 
plan, the Government’s view on what level of housing is required, and the latest 
economic growth and population forecasts for Greater Manchester.  I am hopeful 
the revised Draft plan will strongly recognise the importance of Rochdale Borough 
to the future economic success of Greater Manchester.   

We have commenced work on a Site Allocations plan to identify the location and 
amount of land needed to deliver the housing and employment growth required in 
the Core Strategy.  We carried out an initial call for sites consultation over the 
summer and our intention is to consult on a Draft plan alongside the GMSF in the 
Summer of 2018. This will focus on identifying sites for housing and employment 
use in the urban areas. The GM Spatial Framework is planning for more significant 
levels of growth across Greater Manchester and the scale of growth requires the 
identification of strategic sites outside the urban areas which may require release of 



land from the Green Belt.

In accordance with the regulations the Council published Part 1 of its Brownfield 
Land Register in December 2017.  The register contains 128 sites that are 
considered appropriate for inclusion based on the criteria set out in national 
guidance. We have also published our updated housing land supply to support 
work on both the Allocations Plan and Greater Manchester Spatial Framework.  

BUILDING CONTROL

Dangerous Buildings

The Building Control service continues to operate its out-of-hours service, 24 
hours-a-day, 365 days a year, to respond to dangerous buildings and buildings left 
open to unauthorised access. Over 40 dangerous buildings have been investigated 
during the financial year, with owners receiving emergency assistance and 
guidance from the Council to make safe.  A small number have had to be 
demolished, in order to maintain public safety.

High Rise Fire Safety

Following the tragic fire at Grenfell Tower in London, we continue to work with 
colleagues nationally, and from within the county and our own authority, to discuss 
the ongoing developments regarding the government’s proposals for high-rise fire 
safety. The service is actively participating within the GM Technical Cell at GMFRS, 
with the objective of providing advice, feedback and recommendations based on 
the ongoing testing regime currently being applied to Aluminium Cladding 
Materials.

There are still no current concerns with the construction of tall residential buildings 
in Rochdale Borough.

Safety at Sportsgrounds

The Council continues to oversee the enforcement of safety legislation at the 
Crown Oil arena, and has recently completed an audit of the stadium’s safety 
certificate, whilst also undertaking during-match inspections. Important changes to 
the wider definition of safety, which now includes security and extends to all people 
within the stadium on event days (not just spectators), and Building Control is 
currently liaising with NaCTSO (National Counter Terrorism Security Office) to 
obtain the latest counter-terrorism advice and recommendations for safety.

Town Centre Development (Rochdale Riverside)
The Council will be providing building regulation advice and consent for the new 
town centre development, and working with the architect to support a 
commencement on site in the coming weeks. 

STRATEGIC ESTATES & ASSETS

Industrial Assets
Proposals to self-develop a further 25 industrial units for small and medium sized 



businesses are progressing well, with planning consent granted in January for a 
new estate of 11 units. The ongoing programme supports the Council’s manifesto 
commitment to deliver 40 new properties to let by 2020 and builds on the success 
of the 7 units already constructed and occupied at Dodgson Street, Rochdale.

Disposals
The 2017/18 disposals programme has so far achieved capital receipts of £792k 
from the sale of 9 assets. Further disposals providing an expected £750k are being 
targeted for completion by the end of March 2018.

Councillor Daalat Ali
Portfolio Holder for Planning & Development

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Planning & Development 
Portfolio


